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1. Background 

As you may be aware, PHD Chamber has been working diligently in the states of northern, eastern, 
central and north-eastern region and is always at the forefront for the development of the states. 
Consequently, the Chamber had recently organized the Next Generation Infrastructure Summit 2015 in 
Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh. 
 
The summit was an attempt to deliberate on the infrastructure developments in the state with Hon’ble 
Chief Minister, Shri Akhilesh Yadav ji and to suggest further measures to improve infrastructure 
development in the state of Uttar Pradesh. 
 
The Summit witnessed extensive participation of around 350 delegates from corporate, businesses, 
financial institutions, research bodies, banks, education institutes, real estate developers and so on. 
The summit was extensively covered by around 50 national and local dailies. 
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2.  Key Takeaways 

Uttar Pradesh Committee of PHD Chamber  of Commerce & Industry in association with Government 
of Uttar Pradesh and supported by CREDAI, Radico Khaitan, Proplarity Group and Kent RO had 
organized a Summit on Next Generation Infrastructure under the theme of Building Uttar Pradesh of 
tomorrow on 6th August 2015 at Hotel Taj by Vivanta, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh. 
 
The parameters for discussions to Context were- UP is the largest state, boasts of being the 3rd largest 
cluster for MSME’s. The State also possesses youngest population in the country and had a share of 
9.8% in India’s GSDP in 2013-14. 
 
To understand the challenges that the state will face given the growth projection plans on 
infrastructure, identifying progress areas, opportunities, creating environment to achieve all the above, 
of a large emerging middle class, will become an attractive consumer base, the Summit was organized. 
 
Dr Russell A Stamets, Director, JCSS Global Consulting, London, said spending in the area of developing 
infrastructure is a priority and the challenge is leveraging a tsunami of capital which is private, held up 
by lack of investable projects which could be a great way to arrive at a balance between high debt / 
high deficit.  
 
Concern over lack of power, rural infrastructure, connectivity, at places where raw material is available, 
reducing migration from rural areas to urban areas were expressed. And the challenge is to create a 
single window of Clearance, An online data base, where land details can be accessed. To sum the Smart 
City: The smart City will be profitable, habitable area, hosting all smart management system  
  
Mr. K K Gupta, Ex CGM- NABARD  and Honrary Member, PHD Chamber , UP Committee, voiced his 
concern on how development of Infrastructure around Smart City development help those involved in 
Agriculture from rural areas not close to b / a cities in a /b towns. The suggested answer was Service 
based farming to commercial farming, from commercial farming to niche agriculture production. He 
said that Transformation, Technology, Information, Markets, Warehousing, Connectivity, Power push 
will help farm processing, development of basic agriculture. Cold chain distribution, namely, Farm to 
aggregation centre to airport.  
  
Mr. R. K. Sharan, Regional Director, PHD Chamber, highlighted tourism flow figures of Uttar Pradesh, 
which are greater than Delhi and the reasons why Uttar Pradesh was identified for building 13 smart 
cities. 
  
Dr. Lalit Khaitan, Chairman, UP Committee, PHD Chamber expressed how the Industry is upbeat about 
all promises in the process of being delivered in the state of Uttar Pradesh under the able-guidance of 
the Hon’ble Chief Minister. He highlighted how Industry Interactions connect government and 
industry; the growing and recognizable role of PHD that covers 58 verticals, connects with embassies 
and 60 chambers of commerce across the World.  
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Ideas on how to decongest cities; Facilitate roof top power plant efficiency goes up by 40%, VAT on 
solar power plants were discussed in the meeting. Well being of the farmers, where 1 acre does not 
produce 50 k, the need to let the farmer understand return on capital,  value of land , 1 percent vs 
earning 10% were elaborated upon. Count on all projects initiated across the spectrum of money 
divide, skills, renewable energy, CREDAI, Word class infrastructure. Engine to growth, multi-fold were 
the other points of discussion that came up during the meeting.  
 
The Contribution of Metro (LMRC) on the State, was highlighted by Mr. Mahendra Kumar ji, where the 
tracks are 23 kms, the Shuttles equipped with regenerative braking, tunnel ventilation energy efficient 
equipments, where photo voltaic cells are south facing to capture maximum of Solar Energy from the 
Sun, water conservation has been taken care of by water cooled chillers, the Metro is aiming for 
platinum certification for all stations and one city one ticket. 
  
Mr. Navneet Sehgal, Principal Secretary, Information, Government of Uttar Pradesh, informed launch 
of expressways very soon from Lucknow to Azamgarh, Bullandshar to Jhansi, Jhansi to Gorakhpur will 
be announced and will be developed in the Lucknow Agra Expressway. It is a matter of great pride that 
27,000 land registries were done, 3,200 hectare of land acquired in a period of 6 months. The Lucknow 
Agra expressway has 54 bridges, 159 passenger passes, and 600 culverts. 
  
Mr. Sanjay Agarwal, Secretary, Power, Government of Uttar Pradesh said that the Government’s 
seriousness and dedication can be measured by Budget figures allocated towards  Power  which has 
grown from  Rs. 9000 cr last year to  Rs. 27000 cr. He said that this year, building up of tehsils as nodal 
development centers and opening of 555 sub stations as well as open access to electricity will be focus 
of the state government. 
 
The Hon’ble Chief Minister launched a report prepared by PHD Research Bureau, titled Progressive 
Uttar Pradesh: Building Uttar Pradesh of Tomorrow. The report envisaged attractiveness of the state to 
become an investment hub in the time to come. The report states that State has the potential to 
attract US $100 billion in infrastructure sector in next 3-5 years. 
 
Mr. Akhilesh Yadav, Hon’ble Chief Minister, Government of Uttar Pradesh highlighted that the 
government had ramped up its power generation abilities, taken measures to plug line losses and given 
a strong boost to the solar power sector in the state. He added the government is committed to 
supplying 22 to 24 hours of power to urban UP and atleast 16 hours in the rural parts of the state by 
2016. He also stressed the need to check illegal connections and cited the role model of Etawah where 
27,000 new connections were sanctioned. On the suggestion of the Chamber, he has agreed to 
rechristen Shaheed Path.  
 
Hon’ble Chief Minister verbalized that the state government has been making efforts to improve 
infrastructure in the state through various mega projects which are underway and assured the 
delegates at the Summit that all projects should be completed well before the Vidhan Sabha elections 
in the state. He also said that the Uttar Pradesh was the only state where the work on metro projects 
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was undergoing in three cities and the reason why UP has the maximum number of cities to be 
transformed into Smart Cities is because the state government has done initial ground work to develop 
them which have helped them to qualify for development as Smart Cities. Mr. Akhilesh Yadav 
highlighted that the development of Lucknow-Agra Expressway would make a big difference to trade 
and commerce and brings in a lot of tourists. He appreciated the efforts of the Chamber in promoting 
development of farmers by giving them information on the latest techniques for farming which would 
encourage private investments in the sector. He also said that the growth of farmers will benefit 
members of PHD Chamber as they will get raw materials at lower prices. 
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3.  Glimpses of the Summit 

 

 

 

Hon’ble Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh, Shri Akhilesh Yadav ji addressing the gathering 
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Launch of Study on Progressive Uttar Pradesh by Hon’ble Chief Minister of UP, Shri Akhilesh Yadav ji 
 

 

 (L to R) Dr Bindeshwar Pathak (Padam Shree), Founder, Sulabh International, Mr. SK Garg,  CMD, Eldeco 

Group & Chairman CREDAI, Mr. Mahesh Gupta, Sr. Vice President, PHD Chamber, Hon’ble Chief Minister of 

UP, Shri Akhilesh Yadav ji, Dr. Lalit Khaitan, Cairman, UP Committee, Dr. Abhishek Mishra, Hon’ble Minister 
of Technical Education, Mr. Navneet Sehgal, Principal Secretary, Information, and Mr. Mahesh Gupta, 
Principal Secretary, Industries,  Government of UP. 
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Sr. Vice President, Shri Mahesh Gupta presenting momento to Hon’ble Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh, Shri 
Akhilesh Yadav ji 

 

                                     

                                                                               
 

                 

 

Mr. Navneet, Seghal 
Principal Secretary, Information, 

Government of UP 

Mr. Russell A Stamets 
Director, JCSS Consulting Pvt. Ltd 
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Mr. Abhishek Mishra 
Minster of State, Vocational Education 

& Skill Development 

Mr. S K Garg 
 Chairman, CREDAI, UP 

Dr Bindeshwar Pathak (Padam Shree) 
Founder,  Sulabh International 

Mr. Mahendra Kumar 
Director (RS & S)/LMRC 

 

Mr. R K Sharan, Regional Director, 
Uttar Pradesh & Bihar, PHDCCI 

Mr. Sanjay Agarwal 
Principal Secretary, Energy, Government of UP 
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Momentos         
 

 

 

 (L to R) Mr Vinamra Agarwal, Managing Director, Technical Associates, Mr. Sanjay Sinha, Chairman, G C 
Construction, Dr Russell A Stamets, Director, JCSS Consulting, London, Mr. Saurabh Sanyal, Secretary 
General, PHD Chamber 

Mr. Mahendra Kumar 
 Director Lucknow Metro 
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Audience view at the Summit 

 

 

Model of Agra-Lucknow Expressway at the Summit 


