India Among Top Ten Nations in the World in Terms of Forest Area
According to the India State of Forest Report (ISFR) 2017, India has shown an increasing trend in the forest and tree cover, in
comparison to the global trend of decreasing forest cover during the last decade. The report states that India ranks among the
top ten countries of the world in terms of forest area, despite the fact that none of the other 9 countries has a population
density of more than 150 persons per sq km, compared to India, which has a population density of 382 persons per sq km.
India is ranked 10th in the world, with 24.4% of land area under forest and tree cover, even though it accounts for 2.4 % of the
world surface area and sustains the needs of 17 % of human and 18 % livestock population. While releasing the report, Dr Harsh
Vardhan, Hon’ble Union Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change said that despite such tremendous population
and pressures of livestock on our forests, India has been able to preserve and expand its forest wealth. As per the latest FAO
report, India is placed 8th in the list of Top Ten nations reporting the greatest annual net gain in forest area.
The latest assessment shows that there is an increase of 8, 021 sq km (about 80.20 million hectare) in the total forest and tree
cover of the country, compared to the previous assessment in 2015. The increase in the forest cover has been observed as
6,778 sq km and that of tree cover as 1, 243 sq km.
Giving the State-wise break-up, three states - Andhra Pradesh (2141 sq km), followed by Karnataka (1101 sq km) and Kerala
(1043 sq km) have shown the maximum increase in forest cover. Madhya Pradesh has the largest forest cover of 77,414 sq km
in the country in terms of area, followed by Arunachal Pradesh with 66,964 sq km and Chhattisgarh (55,547 sq km). In terms of
percentage of forest cover with respect to the total geographical area, Lakshadweep with (90.33%) has the highest forest cover,
followed by Mizoram (86.27 %) and Andaman & Nicobar Island (81.73%).
The present assessment also reveals that 15 states/UT’s have above 33% of the geographical area under forest cover. Out of
these States and Union Territories, seven States/UTs namely Mizoram, Lakshadweep, Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Arunachal
Pradesh, Nagaland, Meghalaya and Manipur have more than 75% forest cover, while 8 states - Tripura, Goa, Sikkim, Kerala,
Uttarakhand, Dadra & Nagar Haveli, Chhattisgarh and Assam have forest cover between 33% to 75%. About 40% per cent of the
country’s forest cover is present in 9 large contiguous patches of the size of 10, 000 sq.km, or more.
As per the ISFR 2017, the total mangrove cover stands at 4,921 sq km and has shown an increase of 181 sq km. All the 12
mangrove states have shown a positive change in the mangrove cover, as compared to the last assessment. Mangrove
ecosystem is rich in biodiversity and provides a number of ecological services.
The total growing stock of India’s forest and trees outside forests is estimated as 5,822.377 million cum, of which 4,218.380
million cum is inside the forests and 1,603.997 million cum outside. There is an increase of 53.990 million cum of total growing
stock, as compared to the previous assessment. Out of this the increase in growing stock, there is an increase of 23.333 million
cum inside the forest and 30.657 million cum outside the forest area. The total carbon stock in the country’s forest is estimated
to be 7,082 million tonnes, which shows an increase of 38 million tonnes, as compared to the previous assessment.
The extent of bamboo-bearing area in the country has been estimated at 15.69 million ha. In comparison to the last assessment
done in 2011, there has been an increase of 1.73 million ha in bamboo area. The growing stock of the bamboo in forest has
been estimated to be 189 million tonnes. There is an increase of 19 million tonnes in the bamboo-growing stock as compared to
the last assessment done in 2011. The total annual potential production of timer from trees outside forest has been estimated
at 74.51 million cum. The Government has recently enacted a Bill in the Parliament for taking out bamboo from the tree
category, where it is grown outside forest areas. This will encourage people to grow bamboo on private lands, which will be
helpful in increasing the livelihood opportunities for farmers and also enhance the green cover and carbon stock of the country.
BACKGROUND:

Forest Survey of India (FSI) has been assessing the forest and tree resources of our country on a biennial basis since 1987. The
results of the assessment are published in its biennial report titled “India State of Forest Report (ISFR)”. The India State of Forest
Report 2017 is 15th such report in the series. In line with the Government of India’s vision of Digital India and the consequent
need for integration of digital data sets, the Forest Survey of India has adopted the vector boundary layers of various
administrative units upto districts developed by Survey of India along with digital open series topo sheets, bringing about full
compatibility with the geographical areas as reported in Census, 2011. Forests play a vital role in water conservation and
improve the water regime in the area. Considering the importance of water bodies in forest, FSI has assessed water bodies in
forest cover for the decade 2005-2015. As per the assessment, there is an increase of 2,647 sq km in the extent of water bodies
inside forest cover between 2005 to 2015.
The report contains information on forest cover, tree cover, mangrove cover, growing stock inside and outside the forest areas,
carbon stock in India’s forests and forest cover in different patch size classes. Special thematic information on forest cover such
as hill, tribal districts, and north eastern region has also been given separately in the report. The report for the first time
contains information on decadal change in water bodies in forest during 2005-2015, forest fire, production of timber from
outside forest, state wise carbon stock in different forest types and density classes.
Please contact for any query related to this mail to Ms. Abha Chauhan, Research Associate at abha.chauhan@phdcci.in with
a cc to Dr. S P Sharma, Chief Economist at spsharma@phdcci.in and Ms. Megha Kaul, Associate Economist at
megha@phdcci.in , PHD Chamber of Commerce & Industry.
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